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EOR NEA/ARN DRAPER 

E.O. 1 1652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS, SY, US 
SUBJECT: SYRIAN JEWRY 

REF: STATE 177582 

1 . TOUTAH TOLD DCM JULY 28 THAT HE DOES NOT EXPECT BUCAI 
WIDOW TO BE READY TO TRAVEL ON SAME PLANE AS OTHER SYRIAN 
JEWISH WOMEN. HE ALSO WAS MORE DOUBTEUL ABOUT AUGUST I DATE 
SINCE HE HAD BEEN INEORMED FART, TER IN DAY THAT SYRIAN PASS- 
PORT OFEICE HAD NOT YET RECEIVED THE PACKET OF APPROVED 
PASSPORT APPLICATIONS FROM THE SECURITY AUTHORITIES. 

2. TOUTAH HAS AGREED TO DRAW UP A LIST OF SYRIAN JEWS 
WITH IRANIAN PASSPORTS EOR US TO PASS TO HIAS. HE DID NOT 
KNOW HOW LONG IT WOULD TAKE. 

3. TOUTAH TOLD CHARLES BETSCH IN DCM’S PRESENCE THAT HE HAD 
BEEN UNSUCCESSEUL IN TRYING TO HAVE APPLICATION FOR BETSCH'S 
WIFE INCLUDED WITH THE 13 MARRIAGE APPLICATIONS 

PLUS ONE EDUCATION APPLICATION APPROVED BY PRESIDENT 
ASSAD. COL. MESSAOUD HAD TOLD HIM ELATLY THAT HE COULD 
NOT ACT AND THAT PRESIDENT ASSAD WOULD HAVE TO APPROVE 
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THE APPLICATION. HE TOLD BETSCH THAT HIS BEST COURSE 
WOULD BE TO RETURN TO US (HE HAS RECEIVED WORD THAT 
HIS MOTHER IS ILL) AND WORK ON SHALOM TO SUBMIT ANOTHER 
BATCH OE MARRIAGE PROPOSALS TO WHICH LIST HIS WIPE’S NAME 
COULD BE ADDED. IN REPLY TO QUESTION WHETHER USG COULD DO 
ANYTHING TO HELP SPEED HIS WIPE'S DEPARTURE, DCM REPLIED 
HE THOUGHT TOUT AH'S ADVICE WAS SOUNDEST COURSE TO FOLLOW 
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THOUGH BETSCH MIGHT WANT TO TRY TO SEE MESSAOUD HIMSELF TO 
MAKE PERSONAL PLEA ON BEHALF OF HIS WIFE. 

4. DCM DELIVERED THREE MARRIAGE PROPOSALS TO TOUT AH, WHO 
REPEATED HIS PREVIOUS DECISION TO HOLD THEM UNTIL PRESENT 
GROUP HAD DEPARTED AND DUST HAD SETTLED. HE EXPRESSED 
CONCERN THAT PUBLICITY GIVEN TO THE PROXY MARRIAGES (HE 
HAD MET WITH TIME AND AP CORRESPONDENTS IN PAST TWO DAYS) 
WOULD NOT BE TO LIKING OF MESSAOUD AND ABD AL-SAMAD AND WOULD 
HARDEN THEIR ATTITUDES TOWARD FUTURE CASES. 

5. RABBI HAMRA GAVE DCM LIST OF FORTY WOMEN WHO WISH TO 
RECEIVE MARRIAGE PROPOSALS FOR TRANSMITTAL TO SHALOM. 

COPY BEING POUCHED. 

MURPHY 
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